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Reader, though it is no privilege to listen to my voice, yet it is a great privilege 
to hear the gospel. Prophets and kings desired it, but they heard it not. The clear 
manifestation of the glory of God in the person of Christ was known to none in 
old time as it is to you. The very least in the kingdom of heaven enjoys 
privileges greater than any of those who lived under the legal dispensation. Are 
you not grateful for this? Will you deny to the next generation the light which 
your fathers preserved for you? Above all, recollect that your ears have been 
opened by an act of sovereign grace. You might have been left as thousands are, 
to hear and not to hear; to listen to a voice, but not to perceive its meaning. But 
the Eternal Spirit, in the sovereignty of his grace, has visited you and given you 
a new life, and with it all the privileges of the children of God. Can you be 
indifferent to this? Will you not feel that now the precious seed must be 
scattered by your hand in the broad furrows of the world, out of gratitude to 
another hand that first gave the seed to you, and made it take root in the garden 
of your heart?—CHS “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature” (Mark 16:15). 


WELCOME 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect assembly, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of our 
never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it! You are complete 
in Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sovereign Grace Conference 2023 / Pastor Fred Evans 


Friday, February 24th, 7:30 PM 
Saturday, February 25th, 10:30 AM 
Sunday, February 26th, 11:00 AM 


RESOURCES 


BE sure to visit our website for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


ACCORDING TO GOD’S PURPOSE 
“...according to His purpose.” 
(Romans 8:28) 


HIS purpose, or decree of God, is the fountain-head of all our spiritual 

blessings; it is the impulsive cause of our vocation, justification, 
glorification; it is the highest link in the golden chain of salvation [Romans 
8:28-30]. What is the reason that one man is called, and not another? It is from the 
eternal purpose of God. God’s decree gives the casting voice in man’s salvation. 
Let us then ascribe the whole work of grace to the pleasure of God’s will. God 
did not choose us because we were worthy, but by choosing us He makes us 
worthy. Proud men are apt to assume and arrogate [unjustly take] too much to 
themselves, in being sharers with God. While many cry out of church- 
sacrilege, they are in the mean time guilty of a far greater sacrilege, in robbing 
God of His glory, while they go to set the crown of salvation upon their own 
head; but we must resolve all into God’s purpose. The signs of salvation are in 
the saints, but the cause of salvation is in God [Acts 13:48]. 
If it be God’s purpose that saves, then it is not free-will. The Pelagians are 
strenuous asserters of free-will; they tell us, that a man hath an innate power to 
effect his own conversion but this text confutes it; our calling is “according to 
God’s purpose” [Romans 8:28, 2 Timothy 1:9]. The scripture plucks up the root of 
free-will. “Tt is not of him that willeth” (Romans 9:16). All depends upon the 
purpose of God. When the prisoner is cast at the judgment bar, there is no saving 
him, unless the king has a purpose to save him. God’s purpose is His [royal right]. 
If it be God’s purpose that saves, then it is not merit—{the Papists] hold, that good 
works do expiate sin, and merit glory; but the text saith, We are called according to 
God’s purpose:—and there is a parallel scripture, ““Who hath saved us, and called 
us, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace” (2 
Timothy 1:9). There is no such thing as merit: our best works have in them, both 
defection and infection, and so are but glittering sins; therefore if we are called and 
justified, it is God’s purpose [that] brings it to pass. 
Again, if the purpose of God be the spring-head of happiness, then we are 
not saved for faith foreseen.—It is absurd to think any thing in us could 
have the least influence upon our election. Some say, that God did foresee 
that such persons would believe, and therefore did choose them; so they 
would make the business of salvation to depend upon something in us. 
Whereas God doth not choose us for faith, but to faith. “He hath chosen us 
in Him...that we should be holy” [Ephesians 1:4]. Not because we would 
be holy, but that we might be holy. We are elected to holiness, not for it. 
What could God foresee in us, but pollution and rebellion! If any man be 
saved, it is according to God’s purpose. — TW Copied 1675 


MIGHTY TO SAVE 
“|. He is able also to save them to the uttermost...” 
(Hebrews 7:25) 


ANY tell us that Christ came into the world to put all men into a salvable 

state—to make the salvation of all men possible by their own exertions. 
I believe that Christ came for no such thing—that He came into the world not to 
put men into a salvable state, but into a saved state; not to put them where they 
could save themselves, but to do the work in them and for them, from the first 
even to the last. If I believed that Christ came only to put you, my hearers, and 
myself, into a state where we might save ourselves, I should give up preaching 
henceforth and for ever; for, knowing a little of the wickedness of men’s hearts, 
because I know something of my own—knowing how much men naturally hate 
the religion of Christ—I should despair of any success in preaching a gospel 
which I had only to [beseech sinners by, if] its effects depending upon the 
voluntary acceptance of it by unrenewed and unregenerate men. If I did not 
believe that there was a might going forth with the word of Jesus, which makes 
men willing in the day of His power, and which turns them from the error of 
their ways by the mighty, overwhelming, constraining force of a divine and 
mysterious influence, I should cease to glory in the cross of Christ. Christ, we 
repeat, is mighty, not merely to put men into a salvable condition, but mighty 
absolutely and entirely to save them. — CHS 


IT IS YOU THAT LIMIT THE ATONEMENT 
“_ shed for many.” (Matthew 26:28, Mark 14:24) 


E are often told that we limit the atonement of Christ, because we say that 

Christ has not made a satisfaction for all men, or all men would be saved. 
Now, our reply to this is, that, on the other hand, our opponents limit it: we do not. 
The Arminians [free-willers] say, Christ died for all men. Ask them what they mean 
by it. Did Christ die so as to secure the salvation of all men? They say, “No, certainly 
not.” We ask them the next question—Did Christ die so as to secure the salvation of 
any [men] in particular? They answer “No.” They are obliged to admit this, if they 
are consistent. They say “No; Christ has died that any man may be saved if’—and 
then follow certain conditions of salvation. Now, who is it that limits the death of 
Christ? Why, you. You say that Christ did not die so as to infallibly secure the 
salvation of anybody. We beg your pardon [we strongly and politely declare to you 
—you are mistaken], when you say we limit Christ’s death; we say, “No, my dear 
sir, it is you that do it.” We say Christ so died that He infallibly secured the salvation 
of a multitude that no man can number, who through Christ’s death not only may be 
saved, but are saved, must be saved, and cannot by any possibility run the hazard of 
being anything but saved. You are welcome to your atonement; you may keep it. We 
will never renounce ours for the sake of it. — CHS 


